VETERI NARY SERVI CES NOTI CE

Subj ect: Spaying and Identification of Mexican Heifers

To: Directors, VS Regions
Area Veterinarians in Charge
Border Port Veterinarians

l. PURPOSE

This notice is to advise you of changes in the protocol for the spaying and
identification of Mexican heifers for inportation into the United States and
to provide instructions for their inplenmentation

M. GENERAL

Al female Mexican cattle (heifers) presented for spaying for the purpose of
importation into the United States nust have been born in Mexico and nust be
under 18 nonths of age. Wthin 60 days of being presented at the U S. port of
entry, each heifer nmust be negative to a test for tuberculosis unless it is
froman accredited-free herd. This test must be performed by a Mexican
accredited veterinarian. The test nmust be an intradernmal injection of
purified protein derivative (M/cobacterium bovis) tuberculin into the cauda
fold. The injection site nmust be exam ned 72 hours later, both visually and
by pal pation. (A negative test occurs when no response is seen or pal pated.)
The negative status of the aninmals nust be certified on a Mexican tubercul osis
test certificate, with each aninmal being identified by an official blue

Mexi can eartag. The eartag nunbers should be correlated with the officia
spay tag nunbers on the certificate.

[11. OVARI ECTOW (SPAY) SURG CAL PROCEDURE

The ovariectony (spay) must only be performed by a U S. or Mexican accredited

veterinarian. Prior to renoval of the ovaries, the entire uterus nust be

pal pated by the surgeon to ensure that the heifer is not pregnant. Any heifer
found to be pregnant shall not be ovariectonized and will not be inported into
the United States as a spayed heifer

A conpl ete surgical ovariectony shall be perforned on each eligible heifer via
a flank incision after using an appropriate anesthetic (skin block or regiona
nerve bl ock) procedure. Upon conpletion of the ovariectony, the skin incision
nmust be closed with appropriate surgical suture material (sterilized cotton
tape, nonofil anent, stainless steel, silk, surgical staples, or equivalent
suture material) acceptable to the veterinary nedi cal profession

Upon conpletion of the surgery, the heifers will remain at the | ocation where
the surgery was perforned for a m ni mum of 21 days before being noved to the
port of entry in the United States or another destination.

I'V. | DENTI FI CATI ON

Al eligible animals which are spayed will have an official USDA "Spay" netal
eartag applied i mediately after the surgery is perforned. |In addition, al
spayed animals will be identified with a distinct, permanent mark which is

| egible on the right side of the tailhead as defined in Title 9, Code of
Federal Regul ations, Part 78. This will signify their official status as

Mexi can origin heifers which have been spayed. The mark will be an "M with a

sl ash which overlays one leg of the Mand will be in a character of at |east



2 inches and not nore than 3 inches in height. This distinct nmark nust not be
applied prior to the surgery.

V. SUPERVI SI ON AND CERTI FI CATI ON

Al'l procedures associated with the spaying, identification, and certification
of Mexican heifers will be nmonitored or supervised by a Veterinary Mdica
Oficer (VMO of the U S. Department of Agriculture as follows:

* The VMO will be present during the spaying procedure to ensure that
it is performed in accordance with the provisions in this notice and that a
conpl ete ovari ectomy was acconplished. If the VMO is not present to observe
and verify that the surgery was conpleted, the animal will not be eligible to
be inmported into the United States as a spayed heifer

* The VMO will supervise the application of official USDA "Spay" netal
eartags to the animals that have been verified as having received a conplete
ovari ect ony.

* The VMO will countersign the "Certificate of Ovariectomy," which nust
be conpleted by the accredited veterinarian who perfornmed the surgery. The
certificate nust identify each heifer spayed by its spay eartag number and
i ndicate the date and location of the surgery. |f a Mexican blue eartag is
present or applied to the animal at the tinme of spaying, that tag should al so
be recorded on the certificate and correlated with the spay tag nunber.

* The VMO will be present to observe and verify the officia
identification marking of the animal to ensure that only officially spayed
animals are so identified.

VI . | MPORTATI ON

Spayed hei fers nust be presented for entry into the United States within

180 days fromthe date of surgery. Aninmals arriving at the port of inmport in
excess of 180 days, or without official identification (Mexican blue eartag
and USDA official spay tag) and certification will not be eligible to enter
the United States as spayed heifers.

If only one of the official eartags (blue Mexican eartag or USDA official spay
tag) is present on the animal when it is presented for entry, the ani mal may
be entered into the United States as a spayed heifer under the follow ng

ci rcumnst ances:

* The acconpanyi ng docunmentati on references the nunber of the nissing
eartag;

* The acconpanyi ng docunmentation certifies that tuberculosis testing was
conducted within the 60-day tinefranme and was negati ve;

* Physical evidence indicates that another eartag had been present;

* Physical evidence indicates that a surgical procedure was perforned in
the flank area; and

* The animal is otherw se healthy and has the spay mark on the right
t ai | head.

Ani mal s nust be refused entry if it cannot be established by certification
and official eartag numbers that such ani nals have been ovariectoni zed wthin
180 days prior to presentation for entry and that they were negative to a
tuberculin test within 60 days of presentation to the port.



Donal d W Luchsi nger
Acting Deputy Adm nistrator
Veterinary Services
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